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DETAILED ACTION 

At the outset, it is noted that, and the Applicant is thanl^ed for the written reply 
including the substance of the Telephonic Interview of April 4, 2006, which was received 
with the remarks filed April 19, 2006, to which this non-final rejection is a reply. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 30 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 

for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 

regards as the invention. The claim recites, "The fixture of claim 1, which further 

includes a bracket... separated from the fixture..." Claim 1 is drawn to a fixture, and 

claim 30 depends from claim 1 and intends to further define the fixture; however, it is 

indefinite how a fixture can include a bracket that is also separated from the fixture. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claims 1-5, 9-13, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Patent No. 2,182,546 to Raymond. 

In regard to claims 1, 9, 10, and 17, Raymond discloses a hinge comprising: a 
first plate 4 having a surface 5 for receiving a component 19; a second plate 3 having a 
surface for attachment to a frame or rack and cooperating with the first plate to fomn a 
combination of mounting plates, and a flange 1 1 extending from a longitudinal edge of 
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the surface of the second plate; wherein the first plate is pivotally connected to the 
second plate so that, in a first position, the first plate is adjacent to and in substantial 
alignment with the second plate and, in a second position, the first plate is rotated to an 
orientation which longitudinally projects from the second plate; and a locking 
mechanism 12 fixed to the flange of the second plate, wherein the locking mechanism 
includes a tip 15 which is movably coupled with the flange 1 1 of the second plate by 
extending through an aperture formed in said flange (see FIG. 5), for selectively 
engaging the component 19 received by the first plate (see FIG. 4). 

In regard to claims 2-5. and 11-13, Raymond discloses the fixture of claim 1, and 
further discloses said first and second plates forming an angle, a hinged connection 
between said first and second plate, wherein said hinge is positioned along lateral 
edges of each plate, and said first and second plates having substantially rectangular 
shapes (see FIGS. 1 and 4). 

Claims 18-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US 
Patent No. 6,079,081 Padiak et al. 

In regard to claim 18, Padiak et al. disclose a fixture in combination with a 
component and a storage rack 10 for supporting a plurality of components 12, wherein 
the rack is comprised of a plurality of supports 18 which combine to define a region for 
receiving the plurality of components which includes first portions for freely accessing 
the components, and second portions defining an area of limited access which is at 
least partially blocked by the supports of the rack, and wherein the fixture comprises: a 
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first plate 134 having a surface for receiving the component; and a second plate 130 
having a surface 168 attached to the rack and cooperating with the first plate to form a 
combination of mounting plates; wherein the first plate is pivotally connected to the 
second plate by a hinge (pin 32, and openings 144 and 140 — see FIG. 3) which 
operatively connects the mounting plates so that, in a first position, the first plate is 
located within the second portions of the region defined by the plurality of supports, 
adjacent to and in substantial alignment with the second plate and, in a second position, 
the first plate is rotated to an orientation which longitudinally projects from the second 
plate and which is located within the first portions of the region defined by the plurality of 
supports (see FIG. 1). 

In regard to claim 19, Padiak et al. further disclose the hinges mounted on the 
lateral edges of the plates (see FIG. 3). 

In regard to claim 20, Padiak et al. further disclose said plates forming an angle 
(see FIG, 4). 

In regard to claim 21, Padiak et al. further disclose said plates having 
substantially rectangular shapes (see FIG. 3). 

In regard to claim 22, Padiak et al. further disclose a notch disposed in said first 
plate on an opposite side of said plate than said hinge (see FIG. 3). 

In regard to claim 23, Padiak et al. further disclose a flange 148 extending from a 
longitudinal edge of said second plate (see FIG. 3). 

In regard to claim 24, Padiak et al. further disclose a locking mechanism 154 
fixed to the flange of the second plate (see FIG. 3). 
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In regard to claim 25, Padiak et al. further disclose said locking mechanism 
including a tip 156, which is movably coupled with the flange 148 of the second plate, 
thereby selectively engaging the component received by the first plate (see FIG. 4). 

In regard to claim 27, Padiak et al. further disclose an aperture 174 (74) disposed 
in said second mounting plate, intended to receive a fastener 76 to connect said second 
plate to said rack (see FIGS. 3 and 4). 

In regard to claim 28, said component is support by said plates within the second 
portions of the region defined by the plurality of supports when the first plate is in the 
first position (see FIG. 1). 

In regard to claim 29, said first plate is connected to the side of said component 
12 via fasteners and apertures 138 (38) (see FIG. 3). 

Claims 1,10, and 30-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by US Patent No. 1 ,898,562 to More (Please see Examiner's Figure 1 E below for 
reference). 

In regard to claims 1 and 10 More discloses a door hinge fixture comprising: a 
first plate 10 having a surface for receiving a component (door); a second plate 11 
having a surface for attachment to a frame or rack and cooperating with the first plate to 
form a combination of mounting plates, and a flange 12 extending from a longitudinal 
edge of the surface of the second plate; wherein the first plate is pivotally connected to 
the second plate so that, in a first position, the first plate is adjacent to and in substantial 
alignment with the second plate and, in a second position, the first plate is rotated to an 
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orientation which longitudinally projects from the second plate; and a locking 
mechanism 13 fixed to the flange of the second plate, wherein the locking mechanism 
includes a tip 14 which is movably coupled with the flange of the second plate for 
selectively engaging the component received by the first plate. 




FIGURE IE: Examiner's Figure of the IVIore reference 

In regard to claims 30-32, More further discloses a bracket 15 for association 
with the component received by the first plate and separated from the hinge fixture, for 
selective engagement by the tip of the locking mechanism. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claims 6 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C, 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
*546 to Raymond as applied to claims 1-5. 9-13, and 17 above, and further in view of 
US Patent No, 6,523,223 to Wang. 

Raymond does not disclose a notch formed in the edge of said first plate 
opposing said hinge. 

Wang discloses a hinge comprising a notch, or recess 21 located in the first plate 
of said hinge, on an edge opposite of the hinge portion (see FIG. 1). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the ad at the time of the invention to provide the first 
plate of the hinge disclosed by Raymond with the notch as disclosed by Wang. The 
motivation for including a notch would be to allow for said hinge to be 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 26 and 33 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in Independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed April 19, 2006, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) under Wang, Van Buskirk, and Brousseau have been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejections have been withdrawn. However, upon further 
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consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Raymond, Padial^ et al., 
More, and Wang, as set forth above. 

In particular, the 35 U.S.C. 102 rejections based on the Wang reference are 
overcome by the inclusion of limitation that the locking mechanism is "fixed to the flange 
of the second plate" (see Claim 1, In. 16-17; Claim 10, In. 17-18; Claim 24. In. 2-3). 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the combination of the Van Buskirk and 
Brousseau references are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Per the telephonic interview with the Attorney of record (a summary of which is 
included herewith), the Examiner has given due consideration to the proper positive 
recitation of the rack and its components as previously presented in the Reply filed on 
December 29, 2005. 

With regard to the 35 U.S.C. 103 rejections based on Raymond in view of Wang, 
the modification of a hinge with the notch as disclosed in the Wang reference is taken 
as admitted prior art, as set forth in the office action mailed October 17. 2005. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

• US Patent No. 1,197,420 to Wizorek 

• US Patent No. 1 ,661 , 1 1 3 to Deshon 

• US Patent No. 4,564,167 to Smith 

• US Patent No. 6,044.984 to Crosby 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jared W. Newton whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2952. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Chilcot can be reached on (571) 272-6777. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Jared W. Newton 
June 22, 2006 
JWN 




